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“Veterans excited about interest younger generation”
Eindhoven citizen made Honorary Member of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.

By Rieks Holtkamp

EINDHOVEN – “Well, it makes you humble”, says Petra Wenstedt-Pulles, remembering the phone call she received in May from Fort Campbell, Kentucky, headquarters of the 101st Airborne Division, with the request to personally receive the Honorary Membership of the 506th Infantry Regiment. This regiment, together with the British troops, were the liberators of Eindhoven on the 18th September 1944.

“As a child, I grew up with American veterans in the house. My father, Piet Pulles, worked many years gathering information on names, ranks, dates and places of killed or missing in action of the paratroopers of the 101st Airborne Division in WWII. As far as accuracy and completeness there is no beter work of reference available.” In order to preserve that work, Petra Wenstedt founded the Screaming Eagles of WWII Foundation.
The network, or rather the friendship bond which her parents’ generation had build, remains. “The veterans, naturally, have vivid memories of Normandy and Bastogne, but the warmest bond is with Eindhoven. They look upon it as their second home.” This friendship bond with veterans, which is often relayed to their children and grandchildren, must be kept alive for the future in Wenstedt’s eyes. “Because this bond also stands as a symbol for freedom. Usually, we don’t reflect upon this too much, but think of it this way. Nowadays we can hold meetings with whom we want, we can walk the streets after 10 PM without the risk of being arrested, we can become a member of the scouting : examples of things forbidden during the war. We take it for granted, like buttered toast, but it isn’t”.


“Freedom seems as normal as buttered toast, but it isn’t”

An example of the continued friendship bond is Afghanistan where the 506th Regiment, together with Dutch troops, have fought the Taliban in order to defend civil rights for the Afghan people. In September, hopefully, three WWII veterans will return to Eindhoven, with family. They will attend the parade on the 18th September. “And that is important, because if an interest in our shared local history is started in that little 10-year old boy, while watching the parade and the uniforms worn by re-enactors, we have reached our goal.”
Petra’s Foundation works together with four organisations from Eerde and Veghel for a grand commemmoration event around the 17th September. “With mainly the younger generations. Veterans are very excited about the interest of the younger generation.”

(caption : Petra Wenstedt-Pulles with the certificate of her Honorary Membership. In the background the regimental flag of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.)
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