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It’s an honor to stand here again with an opportunity to speak to you.

Trying to find a theme that would appeal to you, I asked my daughter. She mentioned the “spoiled-brat” syndrome, as we call it. And I knew she was right. Thank you, Leoni.

Without taking up too much time here, please let me explain the “spoiled-brat” syndrome and the connection to what we try to accomplish in The Netherlands, Belgium and Normandy. In fact, last year’s guest speaker, retired Sergeant Major of the Army, Glenn Morrell, mentioned the same “spoiled-brat” syndrome in his speech as well.

To explain, I need to explain what we do in Europe.

In essence, our goal is to keep the memory alive of the WWII history in places like “The Island”, Bastogne and Normandy. We do so by organising trips to the former battlefields; by organising an Airborne Memorial Walk and by getting involved and supporting memorial ceremonies and preserving historic places like the former HQ used by Gen. McAuliffe in Bastogne.

Our experiences throughout these activities are, that, the more time passes, the more “spoiled brats” we encounter. By that, we mean people who have a roof over their heads, food in abundance, a warm bed – but no knowledge or realisation of what effort was made for them in WWII to have what they enjoy today.

We hear comments like “Why bother? That’s all so long ago.” Or “Oh yes, I’ve heard about that new computer game…Band of Brothers.” And we think: “spoiled brat”.

In time, we also came to realise that “spoiled brat” is not an entirely fair comment. Because, if you’re born in 1989 and go to highschool in 2003, you just may get one chapter in your history book that involves WWII. If you were sick that week – you’re sheer out of luck.

Then you may get that computer game for Christmas and, maybe, find that book, and the HBO series to learn something more. If the story catches your fancy, you may start a Google search and educate yourself.

So, we don’t want to be too harsh on the spoiled brats of 2011.

They mostly can’t help themselves being ignorant of events in WWII, when the world was on fire.

Yet, General Petraeus’ frustration comes to mind when he was speaking on the American AND international efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan. He said, and I hope I quote correctly here:

“Why are we able to sell and promote Coca Cola around the world, but we don’t seem  to be able to do the same with this war?”

Personally, I share Gen. Petraeus’ meaning: people here in the US and in Europe, don’t seem to be interested in what we are doing overthere anymore. Moreover, they don’t seem to be aware of the danger and threats anymore. Professionally, I’m in touch with the signs of terror threats and I can tell you: there is a real and dangerous threat out there to everything we stand for here in this room.

The saying goes “if you don’t learn from history, history is bound to repeat itself.”

Which is why we strongly believe in living history, keeping the memory alive and educating younger generations about WWII and the threat it posed on society as we know it. It is also why we strongly believe in supporting the efforts made today in preserving the freedom that we know and cherish.
Building a bridge between the past and the future is no easy task.

But all quality work is done in small steps. And as long as these steps are steady and continuous, the work will get done. Working together will help get the work done even better.

I would like to thank all veterans present for their service. I also would like to thank all present for their support to these veterans. And I would like to thank all present who are involved in that same goal of educating the spoiled brats of this world. I urge you to keep up the effort.

In doing so, I would like to quote my dear friend, Wild Bill Guarnere of Easy Company 506 (WWII), when I asked his advice back in 2005. Down-to-earth Bill said: “If you ain’t gonna do it, girl, nobody will.”

Thank you

